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CONTEXTUAL RESPONSE

With close proximity to the activity centre on Doncaster Road, bus public transport and interchange the site is ideal for a high

quality development that assists in the continued advancement of Doncaster East as an evolving cosmopolitan hub. The i

architectural response adopts a broad program that extends beyond simply crafting a beautiful object and seeks to establish
a building that enhances its environment by its presence. The three active frontages are articulated in a way that maintains
the human scale familiar to the original established order, in which houses present similar yet identifiably unigue
characteristics.

The articulated forms present separately distinct buildings with a series of clearly identifiable spaces such as landscaped
open areas, views into common corridors and private open spaces to residences on all levels. By allowing a transparent yet
unobtrusive view into different parts of the development, the outcome provides a reduced overall scale and improved human
scale, and creates separately identifiable addresses and access points to each of the street frontages. This treatment
ameliorates the risk that a large expanse of building fagade dominates the street rather than providing the desired activity and
sense of community.

View of Building B and commaon area entry from Blackburn Road
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There is a diversity of building forms and material treatments in the immediate surrounding area, predominantly built post-1970 when
the area ceased being mainly Orchards. There is however, some older building stock from the 1950s and earlier. The suburb finished
being ‘built out’ in the 1980s and since this time most growth has been sporadic in-fill building. More recently the high amenity in the
area, well regarded schools and evolving demographic have suggested an opportunity to replace depreciated low density sites with
medium density apartment and town house stock. In responding to the context a conscious decision was made to both reference and

improve upon the surrounding forms.

Reflecting the mixed character of the street, the form and treatment of the proposed buildings presents an articulated response to
Blackburn Road and as they turn corners into the smaller side streets. As each building turns the corner they introduce a more refined
treatment including considered lighting and landscaping. The framed hoods of the mid-levels provide acoustic and visual privacy from
the conjoined dwellings and neighbouring sites. At the same time the design has been treated to buffer certain environmental factors
and the edges have been activated to take advantage of views from, and natural light to, the peripheral apartments.
To the west of the development site on Churchill Street a recent three double-storey town houses in a battle axe configuration have
been constructed on what had previously been a single dwelling allotment. The proposed building that sits adjacent to these houses the
entry to the Churchill Street basement and is the smallest of the three proposed buildings. With its third level significantly set back from
the west it provides a transitional form that steps up to the four storey dwellings that are proposed along Blackburn Road. Privacy
screens to mid levels on this building provide effecting visual buffers between the proposed development and the new houses on
Churchill Street. The proposed dwelling sits seamlessly within this developing streetscape and provides an optimised scale for the

transitional site.
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